
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
A Service of Holy Communion  

The Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity 
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Welcome to St James, the parish Church of Bulkington. Thank 
you for joining us today whether you are in the building or worshipping 
from home. We are very glad to be with you.  
 
Holy Communion (or the Eucharist) is the central act of 
Christian worship. Through our community celebration of the 
Eucharist, we tell the story of God with his people throughout history, 
and proclaim that this God, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, is real 
among us.  
 
This service is being livestreamed so that as many as would 
like to can be part of our worship. 
 
As restrictions change, we want to ensure that we have the safest 
possible experience of being with each other for our worship. These 
changes will be under constant review. We ask that you care for 
yourself and others by: 

- Wearing a face covering, unless exempt from doing so. 
- Be mindful of those who wish to maintain distance from others 
- Using hand sanitiser provided 
- Follow the directions of the ministers and stewards 
- Continue giving your name for contact tracing 

 
Please give generously to support St James. You can 

-  
- Join the Parish Giving Scheme (please speak to Rev Charles 

about this) 
- Online at https://tinyurl.com/y5o6gncq 

(the QR code will take you to this page)  
- Make an electronic donation via bank 

transfer or standing order. 
- Place a cash donation (white or brown 

envelope) in the plate on the way into or 
out of Church. 
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The Gathering 
 
As the organ plays, stewards will show us to our seats and we are welcomed 
to the service: 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen. 
 

The Greeting  
 
The Lord be with you 
All: and also with you. 
 

 
 
 

Prayer of Preparation 
 

Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Confession and Absolution 
	  
We come to God as one from whom no secrets are hidden, 
to ask for his forgiveness and peace. 
 
Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy 
forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, 
love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All: Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



	   5	  

Gloria in Excelsis 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 

The Collect 
 
We spend a moment in quiet prayer and then the minister prays:  
 
God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit 

upon your Church in the burning fire of your love: 
grant that your people may be fervent 

in the fellowship of the gospel 
that, always abiding in you, 
they may be found steadfast in faith and active in service; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
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in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
All: Amen. 
 
The Liturgy of the Word 

 
Proverbs 1:20-33 

 
Wisdom cries out in the street; 
    in the squares she raises her voice. 
21 At the busiest corner she cries out; 
    at the entrance of the city gates she speaks: 
22 ‘How long, O simple ones, will you love being simple? 
How long will scoffers delight in their scoffing 
    and fools hate knowledge? 
23 Give heed to my reproof; 
I will pour out my thoughts to you; 
    I will make my words known to you. 
24 Because I have called and you refused, 
    have stretched out my hand and no one heeded, 
25 and because you have ignored all my counsel 
    and would have none of my reproof, 
26 I also will laugh at your calamity; 
    I will mock when panic strikes you, 
27 when panic strikes you like a storm, 
    and your calamity comes like a whirlwind, 
    when distress and anguish come upon you. 
28 Then they will call upon me, but I will not answer; 
    they will seek me diligently, but will not find me. 
29 Because they hated knowledge 
    and did not choose the fear of the LORD, 
30 would have none of my counsel, 
    and despised all my reproof, 
31 therefore they shall eat the fruit of their way 
    and be sated with their own devices. 
32 For waywardness kills the simple, 
    and the complacency of fools destroys them; 
33 but those who listen to me will be secure 
    and will live at ease, without dread of disaster.’ 
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This is the word of the Lord  

All: Thanks be to God. 
 

James 3:1-12 

Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters,[a] for you 
know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2 For all of us 
make many mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, 
able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. 3 If we put bits into the 
mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. 4 Or 
look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, 
yet they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot 
directs. 5 So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits. 

How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 6 And the tongue is a fire. The 
tongue is placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole 
body, sets on fire the cycle of nature,[b] and is itself set on fire by hell.[c] 7 For 
every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and 
has been tamed by the human species, 8 but no one can tame the tongue—a 
restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9 With it we bless the Lord and Father, and 
with it we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. 10 From the same 
mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters,[d] this ought not to 
be so. 11 Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and 
brackish water? 12 Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters,[e] yield olives, or a 
grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh. 

 
This is the word of the Lord 
All: Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn – Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 
 

1. Praise to the Lord, 
the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise him, 
for he is thy health and salvation. 
All ye who hear, 
now to his temple draw near; 
joining in glad adoration. 
 

2. Praise to the Lord, 
who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth, 
shieldeth thee gently from harm, 
or when fainting sustaineth: 
has thou not seen 
all thou hast needed has been 
granted in what he ordaineth? 
 

3. Praise to the Lord, 
who doth prosper thy work and defend thee, 
surely his goodness and mercy  
shall daily attend thee: 
ponder anew 
what the Almighty can do, 
if to the end he befriend thee. 
 

4. Praise to the Lord,  
O let all that is in us adore him! 
All that hath life and breath, 
come now with praises before him. 
Let the ‘Amen’ 
sound from his people again, 
gladly for ay we adore him. 

 
Joachim Neander (1650-1680) 
tr. Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878) 
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Gospel Reading – Mark 8:27-38 
 

When the Gospel is announced the reader says 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
27 Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the 
way he asked his disciples, ‘Who do people say that I am?’ 28 And they answered 
him, ‘John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the 
prophets.’ 29 He asked them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ Peter answered 
him, ‘You are the Messiah.’[h] 30 And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone 
about him. 

31 Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great 
suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be 
killed, and after three days rise again. 32 He said all this quite openly. And Peter 
took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33 But turning and looking at his 
disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, ‘Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting 
your mind not on divine things but on human things.’ 

34 He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, ‘If any want to 
become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and 
follow me. 35 For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who 
lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel,[i] will save it. 36 For 
what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37 Indeed, 
what can they give in return for their life? 38 Those who are ashamed of me and 
of my words[j] in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man 
will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy 
angels.’ 

 At the end 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.     
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon 
 

 
After the sermon, we share a time of quiet. 
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The Creed 
 

    We believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

 
We believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
Lord, in your mercy 
All: hear our prayer 
 
At the end: 
Merciful Father, 
All: accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
The Peace 

Christ is our peace. 
He has reconciled us to God 
in one body by the cross. 
We meet in his name and share his peace. 

cf Ephesians 2.15,16 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 
 

Hymn – As the deer 
 

1 As the deer pants for the water, 
so my soul longs after you. 
You alone are my heart’s desire 
and I long to worship you. 
 
You alone are my strength, my shield, 
to you alone may my spirit yield. 
You alone are my heart’s desire 
and I long to worship you. 

 
2 I want you more than gold or silver, 

only you can satisfy. 
You alone are the real joy-giver 
and the apple of my eye.  
  
 

3 You’re my friend and you are my brother, 
even though you are a king. 
I love you more than any other, 
so much more than anything. 

 
Martin Nystrom, based on Psalm 42:1-2 
© 1983 Restoration Music Ltd. 
Administered by Sovereign Music UK 
 
There will not be a collection plate passed around today, but please give 
generously to support St James (details on p.2). 
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The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord is here 
All: His Spirit is with us 
 
Lift up your hearts  
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
Father, you made the world and love your creation. 
You gave your Son Jesus Christ to be our Saviour. 
His dying and rising have set us free from sin and death. 
And so we gladly thank you, 
with saints and angels praising you, and saying:	  
  
 
All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
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Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross. 
 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
All: Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
 
Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with all the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven. 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
for ever and ever. All: Amen 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 
We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
All: Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
 
All: Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
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Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 

 
Giving of Communion 

 
We are invited to receive the bread or a blessing 
 
Come to this table, not because you must but because you may; not 
because you are strong but because you are weak; not because you 
have arrived but because you are still on a journey; come because you 
love the Lord a little and want to love him more. Above all, come 
because he loves you and gave himself for you. 
 
 
 
If you are joining the service online, you might like to use this prayer: 

 
Prayer of Spiritual Communion 

 
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,  
for all the benefits you have given me, 
for all the pain and insults you have borne for me. 
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, 
may I know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, 
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 
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Prayer after Communion 
 
Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. Amen. 
 
The Dismissal 
 
We share any notices. 
 
 

The Blessing 
 
 

The Dismissal 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 
All: In the name of Christ. Amen 
 
 
Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material 
from which is included in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000. 
Music used in this service is under terms of CCLI Licence 17774 and Streaming 
Licence 169385. 
 
 
 


